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Route 1-161 Connector, Caribou Final Environmental  
Impact Statement (FEIS) Available for Public Review

The Caribou Route 1‑161 Connector FEIS has been  
completed and is available for public review. This FEIS 
addresses both the Tier 1 Aroostook County Transportation 
Study (ACTS) corridors and one of the Tier 2 segments,  
Segment 4–the Route 1‑161 Connector in Caribou. The FEIS 
describes the screening process that has led to the identifica‑
tion of the Tier 1 corridors and segments, explains why some 
highway segments are being deferred. The FEIS also describes 
the alternatives analysis conducted for the Tier 2 Proposed 
Action (the Route 1‑161 Connector), including a description 
of the affected environment for Segment 4, the environmental 
consequences that would result from construction of the 
Route 1‑161 Connector, and the proposed mitigation measures. 
The FEIS addresses comments submitted on the SDEIS and 
summarize the coordination and consultation with federal, 
state, and local agencies that MaineDOT has undertaken 
throughout the ACTS as well as the public participation process.

The 2006 ACTS Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (SDEIS, the previous submittal) proposed 3 specific 
projects, the Route 1‑161 Connector in Caribou, the Presque 
Isle Bypass, and Route 161 improvements between Caribou 
and Cross Lake Township. MaineDOT has decided to advance 
Segment 4, the Route 1‑161 Connector in Caribou, and  
Segment 7, Presque Isle Bypass, while deferring Segment 2 
(the Route 161 Improvements Project) to a later date. In 
August 2009, MaineDOT completed an upgrade of a 5.25‑ mile 
section of Route 161 in Cross Lake Township, at the northern 
end of Segment 2. MaineDOT has also completed preparation 
of the two Congestion Management Plans (CMPs) discussed 
in the SDEIS. The Route 1‑161 Connector and Presque Isle 
Bypass Projects will be presented to the public in two separate 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) documents. The 
Route 1‑161 Connector FEIS is now available for public review. 
The Presque Isle Bypass FEIS will be completed at a later date 
(see page 3 for an update on the Presque Isle Bypass Project).

Since filing the SDEIS in 2006, MaineDOT has been advancing 
the Route 1‑161 Connector through the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) Highway Methodology process. Three 
refined alignments were developed during this process to 
reduce project‑related impacts to wetland resources and  
farmland in Caribou. All alignment options considered under‑
went a detailed environmental analysis which assessed impacts 
to wetlands, streams, farmland, and Section 4(f) properties  
(public parks, public recreation lands, public wildlife refuges, 
and historic properties). The USACE Section 404 (wetlands) 
permit application is currently in review. A public meeting was 
held on March 12, 2008 at the Caribou High School to discuss 
the USACE Phase II Permit Application. Representatives from 
MaineDOT, USACE, and FHWA attended this meeting to  
present project information and answer questions. 

Based on the transportation and environmental analysis, 
MaineDOT identified Alignment Option 4B (shown on page 2) 
as the Route I‑161 Connector Preferred Alternative. The USACE 
has identified Alignment Option 4B as the Least Environmentally 
Damaging Practicable Alternative (LEDPA). This alternative would 
be primarily on a new alignment. It would include an upgrade 
of Route 1 along an approximately 1,600‑foot long section, and 
then extend northeast along a new alignment roughly parallel 
to the former Montreal, Maine and Atlantic Railway before 
swinging northwest and crossing Route 89. North of Route 89, 
the Preferred Alternative would cross predominantly undevel‑
oped forest north of the Cary Medical Center, cross Route 1, 
and then traverse farmlands and forest before intersecting 
with Route 161 approximately 1.5 miles south of Ogren Road. 
The Preferred Alternative includes 3.7 miles of new‑alignment 
highway and 0.58 miles of existing highway reconstruction. 

The Preferred Alternative has been identified because, of the  
6 alignment options considered, Alignment Option 4B would 
result in the least amount of impact to environmental resources. 
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Preferred Alignment Option 4B

 Wetland

 Alignment Option 4B

The Preferred Alternative would affect 3.4 acres of wetlands, 
32 acres of farmland, and would cross one stream (Longfellow 
Brook). No historic properties would be affected; however, 
4 buildings would be acquired (3 at the southernmost end of 
the project and 1 near the Route 1 crossing). A city‑owned 
parking lot associated with the Bangor‑Aroostook Trail would 
be relocated. 

The Preferred Alternative would provide a faster and more 
efficient regional access between Route 1 and Route 161 in 
Caribou than the current conditions. The Route 1‑161 Con‑
nector would result in decreased traffic (especially truck traffic) 
volumes in downtown Caribou and on Route 1 and Route 161 
south of the Proposed Action, and enhance regional mobility. 

Route 1-161 Connector Caribou Final Environmental Impact Statement (continued)



FAQs

Why did MaineDOT decide to produce two separate  
FEIS documents?

Because it would not be practicable for MaineDOT to undertake 
construction of an entire corridor at one time, MaineDOT has 
divided the corridors into practicably‑sized segments that could 
be funded within reasonable timeframes. Because they will 
provide the greatest transportation benefits, MaineDOT has 
decided to advance Segment 4, the Caribou Connector, and 
Segment 7, Presque Isle Bypass at this time. After receiving the 
Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative (LEDPA) 
determination from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
on the Route 1‑161 Connector in Caribou, MaineDOT decided 
to begin the FEIS process for Segment 4. Selection of the LEDPA 
is important as it may be the only alternative USACE will permit. 
The Presque Isle Bypass Project is still undergoing the USACE 
Highway Methodology Process and awaiting the determination 
of the LEDPA. Once a LEDPA for Segment 7 is identified, FHWA 
will draft an FEIS for the Presque Isle Bypass Project. By com‑
pleting the Route 1‑161 Connector FEIS now, MaineDOT will 
be able to move forward to design and construction. 

What will be the economic impact of the Caribou  
Connector on downtown Caribou?

The impact of the Route 1‑161 Connector on downtown  
Caribou will be positive. Offering trucks and through traffic 
an alternate route through Caribou will remove heavy traffic 
volumes and truck traffic from the downtown area and improve 
safety. Improved safety from decreased traffic volumes will 
allow for more pedestrians to visit local business and generally 
improve the economic environment in downtown Caribou. 
Decreased truck travel times (by 50 vehicle hours traveled (VHT) 
per day) will improve the shipping industry and lead to increased 
productivity throughout the Study Area. 

The alignment of the Preferred Alternative (Alignment Option 4B) 
has been refined to minimize impacts to residential and busi‑
ness properties. Construction of the Preferred Alternative will 
require the acquisition of 4 structures in Caribou, one govern‑
ment structure, one industrial structure, one residential struc‑
ture, and one commercial structure. MaineDOT will provide 
relocation assistance for the displaced property owners. 

How much farmland will be impacted due to the 
Route 1‑161 Connector and how will it be mitigated?

Alignment Option 4B would result in the least amount of active 
farmland impacts among the three alignment options. Align‑
ment Option 4B would impact 32 acres of active farmland as 
well as mapped farmland soils (19 acres of Prime Farmland 
Soils, and 52 acres of Farmland of Statewide Importance Soils). 

Alignment Option 4B was designed to minimize large impacts 
to farms by moving the alignment to the edges of farms and 
avoiding bisecting farms, resulting in unusable areas of the 
farms. These impacts are considered relatively minor, given 
the amount of agricultural land available in the Study Area 
(4,900 acres). MaineDOT will continue to work to minimize 
impacts to farms and will contact individual property owners 
during the final design process.

Presque Isle Bypass Update

MaineDOT has selected Segment 7 as one element of the 
ACTS Proposed Action because it would reduce travel times, 
improve mobility and reduce functional conflicts in the center 
of Presque Isle. It would provide a substantial improvement for 
the entire ACTS Study Area by eliminating the most significant 
bottleneck for north‑south motorists. It would also reduce the 
number of trucks traveling through the downtown, particularly 
those traveling to and from the Easton Industrial Area from 
points north and west of Presque Isle. 

Over the course of the ACTS, MaineDOT analyzed 10 different 
alignment options and a Route 1 Upgrade/TSM Alternative for 
the Presque Isle Bypass, designed to provide substantial trans‑
portation benefits while also avoiding constraints such as wet‑
lands, farms, and historic structures. These 10 alignment options 
include the SDEIS alignment options and three additional 
alignment options developed during the USACE Section 404 
Highway Methodology process. MaineDOT has recently  
evaluated an engineering study completed by the City of 
Presque Isle concerning potential improvement to the Route 1/ 
Maysville Street intersection and whether these improvements 
should be incorporated into the Presque Isle Bypass Project.

MaineDOT is working with USACE and other federal agencies 
to evaluate these alternatives and identify the alternative that 
best meets the transportation objectives of the study while 
minimizing impacts to sensitive resources, particularly wetlands. 
MaineDOT submitted at USACE Highway Methodology Phase II 
Permit Application for the Presque Isle Bypass in June 2008. 
USACE issued a public notice for a 30 day comment period on 
September 23, 2008. A public meeting was held on December 
10, 2008 to discuss the USACE Phase II Permit Application. 
Representatives from MaineDOT, USACE, and FHWA attended 
this meeting to present project information and answer ques‑
tions. Once a LEDPA has been identified, MaineDOT intends 
to prepare a Tier 2 FEIS for Segment 7, the Presque Isle Bypass.
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For more info regarding the Aroostook County Transportation Study, 

please call MaineDOT at 1‑800‑380‑7822 and ask for Ray Faucher, 

ACTS Project Manager

Reviewing the FEIS 

The FEIS is available for review on December 18th, 2009. The 
FEIS is more than 300 pages long, and contains more than 
50 graphics. The document’s two volumes of information are 
available for viewing at most town offices and libraries in 
Aroostook County, as well as:

❚❚ The Maine State Library on State Street in Augusta
❚❚ Northern Maine Development Commission on  

302 Maine Street in Caribou
❚❚ Maine Department of Transportation, Region 5 Office on 

Rice Street in Presque Isle
❚❚ Federal Highway Administration Office in the Federal  

Office Building on Western Avenue in Augusta
❚❚ Maine Department of Transportation, Bureau of  

Transportation Systems Planning and Library at  
16 Child Street in Augusta

The full FEIS is also available on the following websites:

www.vhb.com/aroostook

www.maine.gov/mdot/major-planning-studies/ 
major-planning-stds.php

In accordance with 23 CFR 771.127(a), the Federal Highway 
Administration is expected to complete and sign a Record of 
Decision (ROD) no sooner than 30 days after publication of 
the Final EIS Notice of Availability in the Federal Register by 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

Substantive comments may be submitted in writing by  
January 22, 2010 to either:

Mark Hasselmann
Federal Highway Administration 
Room 614, Federal Building 
40 Western Avenue 
Augusta, ME 04330 
(207) 622‑8350

Russell Charette. P.E.
Maine Department of Transportation 
State House 16 
Augusta, ME 04333‑0016 
(207) 624‑3300
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